
TO:                  ALL ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS OF RECORD 
 
FROM:           Russ Katherman, Administrator 
                      Architecture & Engineering Division 
                      1520 East Sixth Avenue, Rm 03     
                      P O Box 200103                                
                      Helena MT 59620-0103 
 
DATE:           January 9, 2023 
 
RE:                REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Firms interested in being considered for an interview for project on the 
attached pages must follow these procedures: 
• Submit Form 115 through the State’s eMACS system, 

https://solutions.sciquest.com/apps/Router/SupplierLogin?CustOrg=StateOfM
ontana.  Information in addition to the 115 is acceptable. 

• Submissions must be submitted no later than 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 02, 2023 

• Submissions received after the deadline may result in rejection. 
• The procedure for selection will be in accordance with 18-8-204 MCA. 
 
Firms selected for an interview on each project: 
• Will be given project-specific initial information, interview topics/questions, 

and the interview schedule. 
• Will be asked to present their credentials before an interview committee. The 

committee will then submit the names of three (3) qualified firms to the Dept. 
of Administration Director, who will appoint one firm for each project in 
accordance with 18-2-112 MCA.  

 
The State of Montana makes reasonable accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with an applicant’s 
ability to compete in the application and selection process or that may interfere with an applicant’s ability to perform the 
essential duties of the job. In order for the State to make such accommodations, applicants must make known any needed 
accommodation to the individual project managers or agency contacts listed. Persons using TDD may call the Montana 
Relay Service at 1-800-253-4091. 

 

https://solutions.sciquest.com/apps/Router/SupplierLogin?CustOrg=StateOfMontana
https://solutions.sciquest.com/apps/Router/SupplierLogin?CustOrg=StateOfMontana


NEW RESIDENCE LIFE HALL  

PLANNING AND DESIGN ONLY 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, MISSOULA 

A/E # 2023-01-03 
Design Budget: $5,600,000.  The full budget for design activities will need to include funding 
for a site survey, geo-technical report, and any specialized consultants such as a LEED 
consultant.  Funding for construction will be considered by the MUS at a future Board of 
Regents meeting between November 2023 and March 2024. 

The University of Montana, Missoula commissioned a Student Life Master Plan in 2020 to 
review sectors of the campus that affect student life. In particular, the master plan identified on-
campus Housing as one of many potential building projects that would be useful in aiding 
student recruitment and retention, as well as help modernize a portion of the aging infrastructure 
on the UM campus.  

The average age of campus housing units is 66 years old. The most recent new housing 
structure was Pantzer Hall, completed in 1996, already 26 years old, and was recently 
renovated to modernize finishes and furniture in 2021. The University of Montana is currently 
renovating Knowles Hall, a 1963 structure, providing all new MEP systems, windows, and roof, 
as well as updating finishes and furnishings. Knowles Hall renovations are due to be complete 
by summer 2023. The remodels of Pantzer and Knowles Halls were both identified within the 
2020 Master Plan. 

With growth in student enrollment, as well as a steep increase in rental prices in the Missoula 
housing market, the need for on-campus housing is even more acute.  A siting and 
programmatic study was commissioned by UM in 2022 to study the locations, number and types 
of rooms required for a New Residence Hall.  A copy of the report is available with this RFQ. 

The 2022 UM housing bed count is 1,786 beds with 1,669 occupied (93% occupancy rate). The 
New Residence Life Hall will provide modern, contemporary student housing options, as well as 
provide swing space for the future removal of older campus housing structures that are past 
their useful life. 

 
The New Residence Life Hall is proposed to be about 600 beds and approximately 170,000GSF 
in size. Most rooms are to be double occupancy with about 20% single bedrooms, including 
rooms for RAs (residence assistants). Each student “community” is expected to be about 30-40 
students in size. The project will need to include student study spaces, lounges, laundry 
facilities, all gender bathrooms, administrative offices, reception desks, resident faculty 
apartments, common storage, and bicycle storage facilities.  

The site selection has been narrowed to the area south of Pantzer Hall at the corner of Arthur 
Ave. and Beckwith, an image of that site is available with this RFQ.  

Conventional construction methods are anticipated, though consideration to accelerating on-site 
construction should be given e.g., precast, or post-tensioned slabs, CLT slabs, prefabrication 



etc. The building materials selected will need to be long-lasting and low maintenance. LEED 
silver is the minimum green certification level required.  

The proposed structure will be required to “fit” into the existing University of Montana physical 
and aesthetic environment, taking into consideration vehicular and pedestrian traffic patterns, 
parking, service access, sightlines, views, solar angles, and impact on the neighborhoods etc.  

Architectural firms responding to this RFQ must have a solid history with experience in design 
and construction of campus housing facilities, in a scale comparable to this proposed project 
and in a dense urban fabric, navigating IBC codes and City requirements.  

The selected Architectural firm will be expected to provide accurate cost estimates at design 
milestones, in order for the University to pursue the right amount of construction authority and 
funding.  

The project is expected to be complete, and ready for student occupation by late July 2026, 
including furniture installation.  

While a traditional low bid contractor selection process is expected for this project, other 
methods of delivery may be considered if deemed necessary to meet the desired completion 
date.  

The short-listing/selection committee will be comprised of members from UM, OCHE and A&E.  
UM members will be subject to approval by A&E and OCHE in order to maximize objectivity in 
the selection process. 

Responses are due at the time and date set in the eMACS system.  Interviews are slated to be 
held mid-March 2023 @ UM.  Final selection is anticipated to be on or before March 31, 2023.   

For additional information, please contact Jameel Chaudhry at (406) 243-5576, 
Jameel.Chaudhry@mso.umt.edu  or Rick Hilmes at (406) 543-4187 rhilmes@mt.gov.  

 

Attachments: 

SITE MAP 

2022-10-04 STUDENT HOUSING STUDY 

mailto:Jameel.Chaudhry@mso.umt.edu
mailto:rhilmes@mt.gov


abbreviated student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

FINAL CONCEPT REVIEW
OCTOBER 04, 2022



student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UNIT MIX

CURRENT BEDS BY ROOM

POD
5.3%

DOUBLE
74.1%

SUITE
10.2%

SINGLE
5.4%

TRIPLE
2.0%

DOUBLE AS 
SINGLE | RA

2.3%

SINGLE | RA
0.7% TARGET 500 BED PROGRAM

TARGET 600 BED PROGRAM



student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

 FLOOR 12
 FLOOR 11

 FLOOR 10
 FLOOR 9
 FLOOR 8

FLOOR 7

FLOOR 6

FLOOR 5

FLOOR 4

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 2

FLOOR 1
F.F.L.=15’-0”

F.F.L.=25’-0”

F.F.L.=35’-0”

F.F.L.=45’-0”

F.F.L.=55’-0”

F.F.L.=65’-0”

F.F.L.=75’-0”

F.F.L.=85’-0”

F.F.L.=95’-0”

F.F.L.=105’-0”

F.F.L.=115’-0”

>75’-0”

HIGH RISE 
BUILDING

 >120’-0”

FIRE ACCESS 
ELEVATOR REQ.

TYPE IIA CONSTRUCTION
<10 STORIES
<100’-0”
*510.6: ALLOWED WITH:

•	 50’ SEPARATION
•	 2 HR EXIT ENCLOSURE
•	 1-1/2 HR 1ST FLOOR ASSEMBLY

TYPE IB CONSTRUCTION
+9 STORIES
>100’-0”

•	FIREPROOFING TO 430 PSF BOND STRENGTH
•	FIRE COMMAND CENTER
•	SMOKE REMOVAL/OPERABLE WINDOWS
•	EMERGENCY POWER/STANDBY POWER
•	2HR STAIR
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student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

BUILDING SYSTEMS OVERVIEW | CIVIL
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UM Student Housing Study
Civil Narrative Map

October 3, 2022

Utilities

Sewer

Phase 1 Off-Sets Existing Craig/Duniway/Elrod
Load on Existing 10" N-S Main - Likely OK

Phase 2 will be a new sewer load.
Capacity determination needed. Likely Points of Connection

Exist 10" N-S Main east of Craig Capacity may be an issue

City 8" Main in alley between Kieth
and Beckwith Capacity likely an issue

City 10" Main in alley between
Beckwith and Evans Capacity may be an issue

Sewer capacity study recommended

Water

Some Phase 2 Options conflict with the existing E-W
water main south of Panzer and will require relocation

Excellent looped water main network
in area with decent pressures

Fire Flow assessment for 7-Story
building needed

Likely will need additional hydrants

Fire booster pump necessary for both buildings

Irrigation distribution lines will need to be relocated

Steam Tunnel

Phase 1 could be connected to
Haystack similar to Dining

Phase 2, dependent on selected layout may abut
the square tunnel that runs E-W north of Panzer

Electrical

Site Lighting is provide by a mix of
NWE and UM owned lights

Primary Power - Route through tunnel connection or
tap into primary in nearby tunnel and direct bury.

Communications

Route communications through
tunnel connection or tap into tunnel
and direct bury.

Water Resources

No Identified Flood Risk

Groundwater 60-80 feet below grade
based on well logs

Groundwater Cooling - thermal impacts in this area from existing wells to north and east
- Mechanical Systems may need to accommodate GW temps as high as 55-56 Degrees F

Transportation

Fire Access - because of building
height - 26-foot hard surface within
50-feet +/- for aerial fire apparatus

Parking

Reduction of existing parking
inventory coupled with increase in
demand. Parking study recommended. Structured Parking may prove necessary

Maurice Ave is designated as a Neighborhood Green way by the City of Missoula - consider
intersection treatment at Beckwith and Maurice to encourage bike and ped crossings

Mountain Line service at Arthur/University &
Arthur/Keith; UDASH service adjacent to Phase 2

Planning & Landscape Architecture

Operations

Public Involvement

Environmental

Available Survey Data

UM Student Housing Study - Civil Narrative Outline Map.mmap - 10/3/2022 - jsmith@wgmgroup.com



student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

BUILDING SYSTEMS OVERVIEW | CIVIL
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UM Student Housing Study
Civil Narrative Map

October 3, 2022

Utilities

Water Resources

Transportation

Planning & Landscape Architecture

OP-3 Zoning

100-foot Height Limit

30-foot Front Setback

Public Forum per MCA 73-2-402 to
deviate from zoning

Landscape areas north of towers will
need special consideration for shade
and cold winter temps

Connected greenways in certain
options provide great opportunities
for active uses and tree lined walks

Campus Gateway at Arthur and Beckwith may be most effective as a vehicle scale entry
statement as pedestrian traffic at this location is not heavy (at least currently).

Operations

Snow Plowing Route and Storage

Student Move In / Move Out Staging

Service Deliveries and Trucks

Public Involvement

University Neighborhood outreach recommended
through City of Missoula office of neighborhoods Courtesy only

Environmental

Environmental Assessment (EA)
needed for MEPA/NEPA?

Available Survey Data

WGM Group Survey from Dining
Facility, Tunnel Project, ISB

UM Campus Map

UM Student Housing Study - Civil Narrative Outline Map.mmap - 10/3/2022 - jsmith@wgmgroup.com



student housing study
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

BUILDING SYSTEMS OVERVIEW | CIVIL
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